
May the Lord give you Peace! July 20, 2021

PROFESSION and MASS
Rite of Commitment to the Gospel Life or Profession in the 

Secular Franciscan Order and Holy Mass 
Monday, August 2, 2021 at 6 PM, Feast of the Por8uncula 
San Damiano Chapel, Franciscan Way, Viterbo University 

Celebrant: Father Conrad Targonski, OFM 
Minister: Emilio Alvarez, OFS 

Recep8on and Refreshments (provided) immediately following 
Mass (loca8on to be determined) 
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Upcoming Dates 

Wednesday 28 July  6:00 
pm - Regular Meeting, 
San Damiano Chapel 

PROFESSION! 
Monday, 2 August 

6:00pm 
San Damiano Chapel 

Saturday 14 August 9:00 
am Business Meeting,  
San Damiano Chapel, 

Liturgy of the Hours 

Pages for Christian Prayer: 

Evening prayer, Wednesday, 
July 28, weekday, page 743 

Morning Prayer, Saturday, Aug 
14, St Maximilian Kolbe, OFM, 
Conv : psalms page 916, 
Common of one Martyr:  
page 1414

TAU SHALOM 
Emerging Fraternity | Secular Franciscan Order | La Crosse, WI

Basilica of Our Lady of the Angels, 
Assisi, Italy.  The original Portiuncula is 
enclosed within the Basilica.
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Spiritual Assistant’s Message
FRIARS MINOR ELECT NEW LEADERSHIP

Brother Massimo Fusarelli was elected as Minister General of the 
Friars Minor on the first ballot at our Order’s General Chapter held 
in Rome.  He succeeds brother Michael Perry, only the second 
American ever to be elected as Minister General. 

A Roman by birth, brother Massimo is now the 121st successor of St 
Francis and will lead over 13,000 Friars Minor for the next 6 years.  
He has much experience with the homeless and migrants in various 
Italian cities.  His last assignment was at San Francesco a Ripa, the 
church where Francis stayed while visiting Rome.  Here the lepers 
gathered and it was the early friars who would live with them and 
attend to their needs.  Our last group of veterans paid a visit to San 
Francesco a Ripa and brother Jason Welle of our Assumption 
Province, currently in residence at the friary, explained the church’s 
historical significance and related how the guardian at-that-time 
brother Massimo had opened the doors of the friary and 
welcomed the Syrian immigrants who were pouring into Rome.  
Even today, the friary is a house of hospitality and remains very 
much in the tradition Francis himself would have loved. 

It is evident the brothers at the chapter are drawing their 
inspiration from Pope Francis’ Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti 
encyclicals.  These are the same sources the brothers in the United 
States are using for our imminent merger of six provinces into one.  
Pope Francis has called us to “…go to the peripheries of society 
and announce the Gospel” and the Holy Spirit is very much alive 
and well in the meeting of the brothers in Rome.  Also announced 
today that brother Isauro Covili Linfati of Chile was acclaimed as 
brother Massimo’s Vicar and Assistant General Minister.  This 
brother too has a reputable history of human solidarity to the 
“minors” of society.   With all the brothers and sisters of the 
Franciscan movement, let us go forward – enthusiastically – as 
instruments of peace and enablers of hope. 

Peace and good! 

Brother Conrad, OFM  
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Upcoming Meeting 
Information 

We will meet in person for the 
July 28 Wednesday evening 
meeting, and also for the August 
14 Saturday morning meeting.  
We will gather in the San 
Damiano Chapel for prayer and 
then proceed either outdoors, 
weather permitting, or to 
Campus Ministry.  COVID-19 
precautions will continue to be 
observed. 

From our Treasurer 

Please continue to support Tau 
Shalom with your financial 
contributions.  Checks may be 
made payable to “Secular 
Franciscan Order, Tau Shalom.”   
The basket will be available at in 
person meetings, or send your 
contributions to:

Frederick Ellis OFS 
1320 Pinecrest Lane, #13 
Onalaska, WI 54650-3479
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Formation Station 
Profession!

August 2, 2021 on the Feast of the Portiuncula 

“We are assembled as a community to take part in the Eucharistic sacrifice. In this celebration of the 
Eucharist Jeanne Krause, Raymond List, Sean O’Flaherty, and Anthony Seger are going to make 
their profession of the gospel life in the Secular Franciscan Order. While giving thanks to the Father 
through Christ for all the gifts we have received from Him, we have a special reason for gratitude today: 
the gift which He has given to those about to be professed to live in the world according to the spirit of 
the Beatitudes and also the gift of His grace which He has given to the whole community by adding new 
members to the fraternity. Especially today, after the example of Christ and in union with His own act of 
thanksgiving, we are invited to present ourselves before the Father as living sacrifices of praise for the life 
of the world.” 

“…The experience during our time of formation has strengthened us in our conviction that the Lord is 
calling us to observe the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by following the footsteps of Saint Francis 
of Assisi.” 

“…Do you wish to embrace the Gospel way of life by following the example and words of Saint Francis 
of Assisi, which is at the heart of the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order?” 

Response: “Yes, this is what I want.” 

“You have been called to give witness to the Kingdom of God and to build a more fraternal world based 
on the Gospel together with all people of goodwill. Do you wish to be faithful to this vocation and to 
practice the spirit of service proper to Secular Franciscans?” 

Response: “Yes, this is what I want.” 

“You have been made members of the People of God by your baptism, and strengthened in confirmation 
by the new gift of the Spirit, in order to proclaim Christ by your life and your words. Do you wish to bind 
yourselves more closely to the Church, and to work intently to rebuild the ecclesial community and fulfill 
its mission among all people?” 

Response: “Yes, this is what I want.” 

“The local fraternity is a visible sign of the Church, a community of faith and love. Together with all the 
members you now pledge yourselves to spend your efforts to make the fraternity a genuine ecclesial 
assembly and a living Franciscan community.” 

“Lord, watch over these your servants. May the Spirit of Your love penetrate their hearts, so that Your 
grace will strengthen them to keep their commitment to the gospel life. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord.” 

“I, ______, by the grace of God, renew my baptismal promises and consecrate myself to the service 
of His Kingdom. Therefore, in my secular state I promised to live all the days of my life the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Secular Franciscan Order, by observing its rule of life. May the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and our holy father Saint 
Francis, and the fraternal bonds of community always be my help, so that I may reach the goal of 
perfect Christian love.” 

“Thanks be to God! As the minister, I receive you into this fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order. 
Your membership in the fraternity is a cause of great joy and hope for the members of this community.” 
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“I confirm your commitment in the name of the Church. Our Seraphic Father himself encourages you in 
the words of his Testament: ‘If you observe these things, may you be filled in heaven with the blessing of 
the Most High Father, and on earth with that of His Beloved Son, together with the Hold Spirit, the 
Comforter, and all the powers of heaven and all the saints.” 

The above text/quotations are taken from the Rite of Commitment to the Gospel Life or Profession 
in the Secular Franciscan Order Within the Mass. 

Pre-Profession Retreat

Candidates for Profession to the Secular Franciscan Order are strongly encouraged to participate in a 
retreat or reflective experience, if possible, prior to their Profession. In light of this recommendation, here 
are a few suggestions for reflection: 

What does the phrase “Bring the Gospel to life and life to the Gospel” mean to me as a candidate for 
Profession to the OFS? 

Are the lives of Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi informative to me as I approach Profession? If so, how 
so? If not, does this represent an obstacle to Profession into the OFS? 

“I have done what was mine to do. May Christ teach you what is yours.” Saint Francis of Assisi, on his 
deathbed. 

“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 1 Sam 3:10 

“Be still and know that I am God…” Ps. 46:10 

PAX ET BONUM!!!

Charlie Peters, OFS 

JPIC Corner
Pax et Bonum my dear Tau Shalom brothers and sisters. As I reflected on this newsletter JPIC Corner I was 
struck by the bluntness of St. Paul as he addressed the Romans, specifically Chapter 12:13-21. If you prayed 
Morning Prayer on Saturday, July 10th, then you read this porton of the Gospel. In these short paragraphs, 
St. Paul sums up the JPIC mission, and I believe also, the mission of Tau Shalom!  

“Look on the needs of the saints as your own; be generous in offering hospitality. Bless your persecutors; 
bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Have the same 
attitude toward all. Put away ambitious thoughts and associate with those who are lowly. Do not be wise in 
your own estimation. Never repay injury with injury. See that your conduct is honorable in the eyes of all. If 
possible, live peaceable with everyone. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves; leave that to God’s wrath, for it 
is written: ‘Vengeance is mine; I will repay,’ says the Lord. But ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him something to drink; by doing this you will heap burning coals upon his head.’ Do not be 
conquered by evil but conquer evil with good.”  

May these words from so long ago be a guide for us all as we move forward together as a fraternity. I am 
blessed by you all. 

Kevin, ofs  
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May They Rest in Peace
Tau Shalom Emerging Fraternity expresses its sincere 
sympathy to Fr. Hilary Brzezinski, OFM on the death of his 
father, Henry A. Brzezinski on July 15.  

Tau Shalom Emerging Fraternity also expresses its sincere 
sympathy to Deacon John DeStazio, OFS, Minister of St 
Louis Fraternity on the death of his wife, Margaret “Maggie” 
DeStazio on July 7.   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed rest in peace.  Amen.   

Birthdays and Profession Anniversaries
Father Conrad - Profession of Franciscan Vows - July 29, 1972 

Raymond List - Birthday - August 14  

Father Conrad - Birthday, August 18 

Emily Alvarez - Birthday, August 23.  

The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order - Article 26
“As a concrete sign of communion and co-responsibility, the councils on various levels, in keeping 
with the constitutions, shall ask for suitable and well-prepared religious for spiritual assistance.  They 
should make this request to the superiors of the four religious Franciscan families, to whom the 
Secular Fraternity has been united for centuries.  To promote fidelity to the charism as well as 
observance of the rule and to receive greater support in the life of the fraternity, the minister, with the 
consent of the council, should take care to ask for a regular pastoral visit by the competent religious 
superiors as well as for a fraternal visit from those of the higher fraternities according to the norm of 
the constitutions.”  

The rule speaks of the spiritual assistance of the clergy:  it also refers to the need of the friars to 
share fellowship and their Franciscan vocation with the Secular Franciscans.  Three important 
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implications are drawn from this paragraph:  First of all, since the Secular Franciscan Order is 
basically a lay order, t he laity themselves are primarily responsible for their own spiritual growth 
and have the duty to get the proper assistance to achieve this end.  Secondly, spiritual assistants 
should have a good background in Franciscanism and Vatican Council II (especially the role of the 
laity) and a willingness to share their own vocation with the Secular Franciscan community.  Thirdly, 
the official visit to the fraternity is given a dual role:  Spiritual growth is ensured through pastoral 
visitation by a Franciscan friar. Organizational development is provided by the fraternal visitation of 
a higher lay leader. 

from The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order with Catechism and Instructions (1981)

The Portiuncula Nearby

Mrs. Rosalyn List, mother of Ray List, stands in front of a replica of the Portiuncula, located at the Queen of 
Peace Friary in Burlington, WI.  What a fitting visual as we look forward to our upcoming celebration of the 
Feast of the Portiuncula and the Profession of four of our Candidates in August. 
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Minister’s Message

Hello, my Franciscan Brothers and Sisters! 

I hope you are all having an incredible summer! I know I’ve participated in several summertime adventures 
with the family, such as summer t-ball, gardening, cookouts, and visiting family. During this time of activity 
and sunny warm days, I encourage you all to take a moment to pause and contemplate the goodness of our 
God. “Be still and know that I am God,” says the Lord in Psalm 46. How will we take a moment to soak in the 
goodness that surrounds us? How will we allow God, who desires to draw near to us, into our lives?  

In August, we will celebrate the profession of our new members. Regardless of where you are on the journey 
(in formation or professed), I encourage you all to take a moment to contemplate how God is drawing near 
to you through your call to this Franciscan lifestyle. As we continue to prepare for the profession of our 
candidates, how will we, the already professed, remember our professions? For those in formation, how will 
you allow the celebration in August to be a way to strengthen your discernment towards your future 
profession (should this be God’s plan for you)?  

There is much to celebrate in August, and it brings me great joy and hope for the future of our fraternity and 
the Franciscan family. May you all experience a special grace as we welcome our new professed members, 
prepare for canonical establishment, and continue forward into the future along the plan God sets before 
us.  

Peace and All Good,  

Emilio Alvarez, ofs 

Minister, Tau Shalom (Emerging) Fraternity  

7


	Upcoming Dates
	Liturgy of the Hours
	PROFESSION and MASS
	Upcoming Meeting Information
	From our Treasurer
	Spiritual Assistant’s Message
	Formation Station
	JPIC Corner
	May They Rest in Peace
	Birthdays and Profession Anniversaries
	The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order - Article 26
	The Portiuncula Nearby
	Minister’s Message

